
 
S. Daniel Abraham Center for Middle East Peace 
1725 I St NW Suite 300, Washington, DC 20006 

The Hon. Robert Wexler, President   
 

 
 

Israel and Middle East 
News Update 

 
Friday, September 30 

 
Headlines:   

● Netanyahu Back Down to 59, New Poll Finds 
● Israeli Military to Provide Protection to Illegal Outposts 
● US Calls for Probe of 7-Year-Old Palestinian Boy’s Death 
● Israel Busts Hamas Ring at West Bank University 
● Senior PA Official to Meet Biden Administration Members 
● EU-Israel Council to Hold First Meeting in a Decade 
● British Oil Firm Merges with Newmed in Israel-Egypt Gas Tie-up 
● Iran’s Protesters Chant From Buildings Amid Crackdown 

 
Commentary: 

● Yedioth Ahronoth: “The Path to Normalization’’ 
- By Yoel Guzansky 

● Yedioth Ahronoth: “The Operation and the Price’’ 
- By Avi Issacharoff 

 
 
 
 



2  

     News Excerpts 
       September 30, 2022 

Jerusalem Post  

Netanyahu Back Down to 59, New Poll Finds 
If the election were held today, the Netanyahu bloc would receive 59 seats, down one from an 
identical poll held one week ago, a new poll by Panel Politics for Ma’ariv found. Prime Minister 
Yair Lapid’s bloc would receive 57, one more than last week, and Hadash-Ta'al would win the 
last four seats. The Likud lost two seats and would win 31, one each at the expense of both 
Religious Zionism Party and National Unity, which would both receive 13 instead of last week's 
12, the poll found. Yisrael Beytenu also gained a seat and would win six, at the expense of 
Labor, which would win five, the poll found. The other numbers remained the same as last week 
– Yesh Atid 24, Shas eight, United Torah Judaism seven, Meretz five, and Ra'am four, the poll 
found. Interior Minister Ayelet Shaked’s party would not pass the electoral threshold along with 
Balad. Dig Deeper ‘‘US Concerned with Far-Right Ben-Gvir Becoming Minister in Future Israeli 
Government’’ (Israel Hayom) 
 
Ynet News  

Israeli Military to Provide Protection to Illegal Outposts 
The Israeli Defense Forces (IDF) announced it would be changing its previous position and 
providing full security to illegal West Bank outposts amid a surge in attacks. According to the 
military, the new security measures will enable the implementation of new technologies in all 
settlements in the region, including outposts that have not been legally authorized. The IDF 
does not interfere with regulating illegal settlements or outposts in the West Bank. Still, it will 
act to protect them with various technological means and with its troops under the new policy 
and thus provide more comprehensive and broader protection in the region, strengthening 
operational flexibility. This change comes after a year of preparatory planning by the IDF 
Central Command and the Defense Ministry. Dig Deeper ‘‘Lapid Orders IDF Forces to Remain on 
High Alert in the West Bank’’ (Times of Israel) 
 
Arutz Sheva 

US Calls for Probe of 7-Year-Old Palestinian Boy’s Death  
A United States State Department Deputy Spokesperson said the US is demanding "an 
immediate and thorough investigation" into the death of a seven-year-old Palestinian boy who 
died during IDF activity in the town of Teqoa, southeast of Bethlehem. “We are heartbroken by 
the reports of the death of an innocent child. We support an immediate and thorough 
investigation around the circumstances of his death," State Department deputy spokesperson 
Vedant Patel told reporters during a briefing. The boy, Rian Suleiman, died when IDF soldiers 
arrived at the boy’s house, looking for his 8- and 10-year-old brothers, who allegedly threw 
rocks at them. The boy’s family claimed that Rian was frightened by the soldiers and the 
commotion that was created, and suffered a heart attack, collapsed, and died. 
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I24 News 

Israel Busts Hamas Ring at West Bank University 
The IDF said that it recently dismantled a ring of students at the Birzeit University near the West 
Bank city of Ramallah for allegedly funneling funds for Hamas in the Gaza Strip. Lieutenant-
Colonel Avichay Adraee, the IDF’s Arabic-language spokesman, said on Twitter that the 
students were detained in possession of credit cards that they were accused of using to finance 
Hamas activities in the West Bank. The funds allegedly came from the Palestinian enclave’s 
governing faction, as well as from operatives based in Turkey, Adraee said. He added that the 
money would be brought into the West Bank by couriers disguised as humanitarian case 
workers or as employees there on business, and then the suspects would withdraw the money 
from ATMs. Israel often arrests Palestinian students of universities in the West Bank for their 
alleged affiliation with Hamas and other terrorist groups. Dig Deeper ‘‘Hamas Funneled 
Terrorism Funds Through Gazans with Israeli Entry Permits’’ (Jerusalem Post) 
 
Ha’aretz 

Senior PA Official to Meet Biden Administration Members 
Senior Palestinian Authority (PA) official Hussein al-Sheikh is set to travel to the US on 
Saturday to meet with Biden administration officials amid Israel's recent escalation in the West 
Bank. According to information obtained from officials in Israel and the PA, as well as from 
Western and Arab diplomats, the trip was not prompted by the recent clashes between 
Palestinians and the IDF in the West Bank. It was planned following President Joe Biden's visit 
to the region in July. Israel is aware of the trip, and according to Israeli officials, al-Sheikh is 
expected to meet with officials from the State Department and National Security Council, 
including Secretary of State Antony Blinken and National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan. The 
trip comes a day after Sullivan stressed to his Israeli counterpart Eyal Hulata the need to take 
steps to de-escalate tensions in the West Bank and to continue to take steps to improve 
Palestinian lives. Dig Deeper ‘‘You Little Boy’: Abbas Says He Scolded Blinken for Not 
Pressuring Israel’’ (Times of Israel) 
 
Times of Israel  

EU-Israel Council to Hold First Meeting in a Decade 
The European Union (EU) confirmed that the first meeting of the EU-Israel Association Council 
in a decade will take place in Brussels next week. EU foreign policy chief Josep Borrell will 
head up the European side during the gathering scheduled for Monday. But it remains unclear 
whether Prime Minister Lapid will attend in person. While the EU statement noted that the Israeli 
delegation “will be led” by Lapid, sources in the Prime Minister’s Office said that no plans have 
been made, and chances are he will not travel to Brussels. The last time the two sides met was 
in 2012. Lapid, during his recent stint as foreign minister, made it a goal to reconvene the 
forum. According to the EU, the meeting will cover the war in Ukraine, the global energy crisis, 
and food insecurity. Dig Deeper ‘‘Lapid Ducks Calls From Abbas’’ (Al-Monitor) 
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Reuters  
Oil Firm Merges with Newmed in Israel-Egypt Gas Tie-up 
The British Capricorn Energy plans to merge with Israel's NewMed in an all-share deal after 
paying a $620 million special dividend to its shareholders. The Capricorn-NewMed deal would 
create an Israel-Egypt-focused gas producer, including NewMed's stake in Israel's giant 
Leviathan offshore field at a time when Europe is looking for non-Russian energy supplies. The 
new group would be listed under NewMed, formerly known as Delek Drilling, in London and led 
by Yossi Abu, the chief executive of NewMed whose shareholders will own 89.7% of the merged 
entity. Abu said the new group would aim to raise its production to over 200,000 barrels of oil 
equivalent per day by the end of the decade from its current 115,000. It will be the first Israeli 
company to own oil and gas assets in Egypt, a neighboring Arab state with a peace treaty with 
Israel and an energy-hungry population of around 100 million. Israel already supplies gas to 
Egypt after discovering large resources off its coast in the 2000s. Dig Deeper ‘‘Israel, Morocco 
Sign ‘Historic’ Energy Research Agreement’’ (I24 News) 
 
Associated Press  

Iran’s Protesters Chant From Buildings Amid Crackdown 
Iranian anti-government protesters chanted from windows and rooftops in parts of Tehran, but 
there were no reports of street protests in the country’s capital, where authorities have waged a 
fierce crackdown in recent days. It was not immediately clear whether that signaled a decline in 
the nationwide protests over the death earlier this month of 22-year-old Mahsa Amini, who was 
detained by the morality police for allegedly wearing the mandatory Islamic headscarf too 
loosely. Her death has triggered an outpouring of anger at the country’s ruling clerics. Iranian 
media have sporadically covered the demonstrations since they began. That they did not report 
any new protests in Tehran could mean that there weren’t any or that authorities have tightened 
media restrictions. There was also no sign of burned trash cans or rubble in the streets of 
central Tehran, as there had been following previous nightly street protests. Authorities are still 
blocking access to WhatsApp and Instagram, social media services used by protesters to 
organize and share information. They are also heavily restricting internet access in the 
afternoons to prevent demonstrations from forming. Iranian police have clashed with protesters 
in dozens of cities over the past 12 days. Dig Deeper ‘‘Israel Shows Support for Iranian Women 
Amid Protests’’ (I24 News) 
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Yedioth Ahronoth – September 30, 2022 

The Path to Normalization 
By Yoel Guzansky 

● Many Israelis are under the misperception that the demands posed in the Arab Peace 
Initiative as a condition for normalization with Israel are no longer valid. Saudi Arabia, the 
most important of the Arab and Muslim states that have not signed an agreement with 
Israel, has emphasized its commitment to this formula with a vengeance and linked it to 
normalization with Israel, especially since the Abraham Accords were signed. Saudi 
Arabia, which was behind the original initiative, now seems to be looking to shake the 
dust off it as a competing formula with the Abraham Accords for peace between Israel 
and the Arab world. What are the motives behind the Saudis’ attempt to revive the 
initiative now? It could possibly be a reflection of public support in the Persian Gulf 
states for the Abraham Accords, which has weakened in the past year, and an attempt to 
deal with the Arab street’s criticism that the kingdom endorsed the Abraham Accords 
from the outside and indirectly.  

● Saudi Arabia’s attempts to promote the initiative are also related to the kingdom’s desire 
to retake leadership roles in the Arab world and to the desire of de facto ruler Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Salman to bolster his position within the kingdom, the region, and 
the international arena, and to be perceived as a pragmatic and positive player. In 
practice, the initiative constitutes a formula that outlines principles for negotiation and 
an arrangement with the Palestinians. It leaves room to maneuver on several matters and 
practical solutions. For example, it states that the resolution of the “Palestinian refugee 
problem” must be “agreed upon.” Another example is the absence of a demand to 
remove all of the settlements, which is meant to leave room for flexibility regarding 
arrangements based on the perception of the blocs bordering Israel. 

● Israel’s stance on the Arab Peace Initiative, as it is now, was and rightfully is hesitant. It 
is a problematic document, particularly regarding the refugees (it relies on UN Resolution 
194 and rejects an arrangement that would have the refugees naturalized in their host 
countries). However, a renewed Israeli declaration that it considers the Arab Peace 
Initiative a foundation for resuming negotiations, along with a willingness to bolster the 
deteriorating status of the PA and resume the peace process with it, is likely to be a way 
to break out of the impasse in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. For Israel, there is value in 
having a dialogue with pragmatic actors like Saudi Arabia and in trying to reach an 
agreed-upon version of the initiative with it.  

● Israel will score points in what is perhaps the most important country in the Arab world, 
with the legitimacy of public opinion for greater openness towards Israel. Israel must 
consider whether, in view of the Arab world’s plunging support for the Abraham Accords, 
their model is still relevant in current regional and international circumstances. Precisely 
in order to strengthen the process of normalization, other solutions must be considered. 
Two decades after it was released and two years after the Abraham Accords were signed, 
the Arab Peace Initiative is relevant.  
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● Israel cannot accept it as is, but the Saudis have clarified that it is a basis for 
negotiations. The initiative has potential value for Israel, and its position on it deserves to 
be reexamined as a basis for debate, during which it will present its objections and 
requirements. 
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Yedioth Ahronoth – September 30, 2022 

The Operation and the Price 
By Avi Issacharoff 

● There is no question that the operation in the Jenin refugee camp, during which four 
armed Palestinians were killed, was considered a success by the security forces, 
particularly for the Border Police’s undercover unit, which carried it out, and the GSS, 
which provided the intelligence. An operation in broad daylight in the heart of a refugee 
camp that reached the hiding place of armed men ended with no casualties to our forces 
and no doubt was a source of great satisfaction for Central Command. A powerful 
explosive device was thrown at the troops, and we can only imagine what would have 
happened had it been used against civilians. This cell, like the armed men who tried to 
help it and who were hit during the exchanges of fire, planned to attack Israeli soldiers 
and civilians, and its members surely knew that they were in Israel’s crosshairs.  

● However, a pinpoint military operation, successful as it may be, does not solve the bigger 
problem that the State of Israel and its security establishment will have to address in the 
coming weeks and months. This problem is related to these operations: the more the 
bodies pile up and the more Palestinians (whether armed or not) are killed, the greater 
the motivation of young Palestinians—mainly the ones who are armed—to get up and 
fight Israel. They are not members of the usual terror organization like Hamas and Islamic 
Jihad but also members of Fatah and members of the Palestinian security organizations. 
One of the terrorists who was killed was Abed Rahman Hazem, 27, whose brother Raad 
committed the terror attack on Dizengoff Street in Tel Aviv. Their father, Fathi Hazem, is a 
former commander in the Palestinian National Security Forces; in other words, one of the 
people who worked with his counterparts on the Israeli side (on the level of brigade 
commanders).  

● Another of the four who was killed was Mohammed Alownah. Alownah was struck by an 
Israeli sniper, which was accidentally filmed by a local photographer. Alownah’s sister 
said about her brother, “He wanted to buy a suit for his sister’s wedding, and today he 
became the groom,” while in the background, another relative was heard ululating with 
joy. The GSS and IDF’s operations are critical, essential, and successful, but they create 
another problem by widening the circle of those taking part in the fight against Israel to 
groups and organizations that up until now were on the sidelines.  

● It’s true that the armed men find themselves constantly preoccupied with hiding and 
defense rather than with offense, but their deaths increase motivation among many 
others. The result is that more and more young people are taking up arms unrelated to 
their political affiliation or organizational membership. In Nablus, for example, a group 
called the Lion’s Den, some of whose members were recently killed in IDF and GSS 
operations, has been operating for some time. The group numbers several dozen armed 
men who are not affiliated with any organization, others who are from Fatah, and others 
who belong to the Palestinian security organizations.  
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● This group, like many other Palestinian young people, views the killed gunmen as 
heroes, as shahids (martyrs), and wants to emulate them. For example, a parade was 
held in central Ramallah to show solidarity with Jenin, which was attended by hundreds 
of Palestinians, while a general strike was declared in the rest of the West Bank. Jenin, 
which Israel tried to isolate from the rest of the West Bank, is now becoming a role model 
in the eyes of many young people, while in the backdrop, events on the Temple Mount 
and al-Aqsa Mosque are heating up. This is a classic trap that the Israeli establishment is 
aware of, but at this stage, the other options are worse. Stopping military operations 
would no doubt lead to terror attacks.  

● While the Palestinian Authority is making initial sounds of military action against the 
terrorist hotspots in Nablus, it would not presume to do this in Jenin. A large-scale Israeli 
military operation in Jenin is likely to spread the fighting to other areas and to broaden 
participation by members of the Palestinian security organizations (rather than solitary 
cases), certainly when nearly every day there are clashes in East Jerusalem and on the 
Temple Mount. Israel is still trying to pressure the PA to also operate in Jenin on the 
understanding that this is the least bad option. Perhaps this is the place to remind all 
those who call to disarm the PA and to forcefully take over the West Bank that exactly 22 
years ago, the al-Aqsa Intifada broke out, one day after the visit of then-opposition 
chairman Ariel Sharon to the Temple Mount/Haram Al-Sharif. Members of the Palestinian 
security organizations joined the fighting then against Israel the moment that the Intifada 
began, an event that led to the PA’s utter dysfunction and culminated, over the course of 
a few years, in the deaths of 1,500 Israelis and 6,000 Palestinians. 
 


